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Abstract

The purpose of this research and development were: (1) to investigate the readiness
about knowledge, attitude, and skills for ASEAN community among professional nurses in
Chonprathan Hospital, (2) to develop a preparation program for the readiness in ASEAN
community, and (3) to examine the results of program implementation for the readiness in

ASEAN community.

This research divided into three phases such as Phase 1 to investigate the readiness of
nurses for ASEAN community. The sample was comprised of 155 nurses. They were selected
by the stratified random sampling technique. Questionnaires were developed by the
researcher and used as the research tool and comprised of 4 parts as follows: 1) demographic
data 2) knowledge of nurses for being one of ASEAN Community 3) skills of nurses and

4) attitude of nurses. The second, the third and the fourth parts of the questionnaire were
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verified by 5 experts, and content validity Index was 0.9, 0.91, and 0.86 respectively. The
Kuder-Richardson (KR - 20) was assessed the reliability of the knowledge test was 0.78, and
the Cronbach’s alpha reliability coefficients of the skills and the attitude parts were 0.80 and
0 .89 respectively. Data were analyzed by using percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
Phase 2 to develop a preparation program for readiness in ASEAN Community, the researcher
used the results of phase 1 and theories relates to knowledge, attitude and practice, and
adult learning. Phase 3 to examine the results of program implementation, the effectiveness
of the program was evaluated. Thirty three subjects from Phase | were taken two tests (pre-
and post-tests). These subjects were randomized and volunteers from phase 1. Data analysis
was manipulate by comparing mean scores before and after participating in the program by

using paired t- test.

Research findings were as follows. (1) Nurses of Chonprathan Hospital rated their
ASEAN community knowledge at moderate level (74.2 %), attitude in ASEAN community at the
higher level and positive, and English skills in ASEAN community at the low level. (2 ) The
preparation program for readiness in ASEAN community consisted of training on knowledge,
attitude and skills, as well as a training handbook. (3) After program implementation, scores of
knowledge, attitude, and skills in English communication were statistically significantly higher
than before (p < 0.05). They were also satisfied on the training handbook at the high level.
When the developed program will be implemented, nurses’ knowledge, attitude and skills in

ASEAN community should be evaluated for corresponding to their readiness.

Keywords: Preparation Program for readiness, Knowledge, Attitude, Skills in English

communication, ASEAN Community, Nurses
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