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GUIDELINES ON A REVERSAL INTERPRETATION AT THE KESAPUTTIYA
SUTRA IN THE TRIPITAKA FOR THE EFFICIENCY PERSUASIVE
COMMUNICATION
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Abstract

The purpose of persuasive communication is to convince the receiver to believe a particular
message. Apart from sending messages to share Knowledge, most of us would like a receiver to believe
the messages being received. Most theories in Mass Communications are derived from the West, but when
we start reading the Tripitaka, or the Buddhist Scripture, seriously we find that some of the Buddha's
Teachings are very useful for screening messages received. In the Kesputtiya Sutra, the Buddha is said to
have preached at Kesaputta Nikom (Kesaputta Village) in Kosol District, ancient India, to a Kalama clan
on how to believe the things heard from many Achariyas (Teachers, Prophets etc.). For example, in these
Teachings, the followers were instructed not to accept everything in textbooks as Truths. When we
deconstruct and interpret them in reverse we find that if we would like listeners to believe as we desire
we should send out our messages by referring to authoritative texts. This seems to be the first time that
the reversal interpretation technique was used as a new technique for persuasive communication.

We must be aware of ethics, on behalf of the sender of messages. If we are professional, we
should adhere to professional ethics. To guard innocent people and prevent fraud and exploitation from

message senders we should inform people of the Teachings of the Buddha on How to Believe.

Keywords: Persuasive Communication, Kesputtiya Sutra or Kalamasutta, Buddha's Principle of How to

Believe, Reversal interpretation
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