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THE ROLES OF RETRO DRAMA IN DISSEMINATING AND CONSERVING
THAI CULTURAL HERITAGE
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ABSTRACT

This research, The Roles of Lakorn Yorn Yuk (Retro Drama) in Disseminating and Conserving
Thai Cultural Heritage”, aims to analyze the content of retro drama that illustrate Thai cultural heritage
and historical events in each periods, as well as to examine its roles and significances in delivering Thai
culture and history to the audiences, and to indicate cultural values and the significances of retro drama
that influences Thai society among the popularity of foreign cultures and entertainment media. Also, the study
is to provide appropriate ways to promote the popularity of Retro-drama. This qualitative research was
carried out via the content analysis of 4 retro dramas that are; Sailohit, Rattanakosin, See Phaendin, and
Wanida. Each story represents Thai cultural heritage and history in different periods from late Ayutthaya
to early Rattanakosin, B.E. 2300 — 2500.

The findings reveal that retro-drama has been existed in Thai society for long. It reflects the classical
Thainess. The screenwriters demonstrate this value through reproduction of each period setting in the past,
and through conversations, along with ancient languages which are different from the ones at present.
Thai culture and history are obviously illustrated in terms of scenes and costume. Besides, the research
discovers that there are several limitations of retro-drama production such as high budget requirement and
time-consuming. Therefore, funding or organizations exclusively supporting retro-drama should be set up
to stimulate involvement of all stakeholders in promoting Thainess. Moreover, multi-language subtitles
and play scripts should be given to earnestly boost people’s interest in retro-drama at the national and

international level, as well as to increase comprehension of unique Thainess among foreign audiences.

Keywords : Retro-Drama, Cultural Heritage, Conservation, Thainess, Period Drama
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