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ABSTRACT

Lacquerware of Japan is recognized around the world from the past to the present. There are
many production areas throughout the country, even though the amount of products have been reduced
according to less needs on the market. Lacquerware of Ryukyu is one of them which also has being creative
until nowadays. Ryukyu is the name of the ancient kingdom that located at Okinawa. Okinawa had been a
major production area of Lacquerware for a long time. They have sent their products to China, Japan and the
others. Ryukyu Lacquerware is highly regarded in that beauty and artistic taste.

There are several significant events in Ryukyu history that didn’t only have the social impacts on them
but also affected to the production of Lacquerware, including the Shimazu’s invasion of Ryukyu in 1609,
establishing as Okinawa Prefecture in 1871 and the Pacific War during 1942-1945.

However, even if there were changes in style and technique on their works especially on decorative
technique and design, many of them were inherited or resorted to today. Popularity of decorative techniques
have changed throughout the history. At first with Chinkin gold inlay was popular, later Aogai mother of
pearl inlay which use thin shells was introduced and at last Tsuikin came to be in fashion respectively. These

techniques was first received from China. But later developed as Ryukyu Lacquerware eventually.

Keywords : Lacquerware Ryukyu Okinawa
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