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Factors Affecting Students’ Motivation in Studying Chinese at Siam University
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Abstract

This research aims to study the factors affecting the motivation in learning Chinese language at Siam
University, as well as to examine the relationship between different factors that affect motivation and the
motivation in learning Chinese, by using the theory of Spaulding. Simple random sampling was used to
determine the sample size. 120 students were selected from those of different faculties who enrolled in
Chinese language course of the Liberal Arts Faculty at Siam University during the first semester of the
academicyear2013.Theresearchclassifiedthefactorsaffectingonlearning Chineseintotwotypes(1)External
factorssuchasacademy,society,and family (2)Internalfactorssuchasself-developmentdesiretotravel/study/
workinChina,andinterestinthelanguage and culture. Questionnaires were created asaninstrumenttocollect
information about the factors that affected motivation of students in learning Chinese at Siam Univer-
sity. The data were quantitatively analyzed via frequency, percentage, mean, t-test, F-test, and Pearson
Product Moment Correlation Coefficients. The results showed that 3 external factors respectively influ-
enced on motivation to study Chinese; academy (X= 4.17), society (X= 4.02) and family (X= 3.29).
Meanwhile, 3 internal factors included life planning (X=4.07), interest in China (X= 3.46), and travel to
China (X= 3.00). Besides, the result indicated the approach to promote students’ motivation for learning
Chinese at Siam University, as well as to develop the learning outcome and students’ ability in using Chi-
nese language. The result could also be used by the University managers in policy planning of improving

Chinese language education.
Keywords : Influencing Factor, Motivation, Chinese language, Siam University
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