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ABSTRACT

This article discusses on techniques to create pieces of Ryukyu mother pearl of inlay
(RyukuRaden) is one of key techniques of Ryukyu lacquer ware. The main materials used in works are
shells, mostly green turban (Turbo marmoratus) and abalone, and urushi lacquer that has 3 main rolls
such as a glue to make shells attach on the surface of body, as a coating to protect the surface and make
the surface shiny. The body of pieces is mostly wood or also container woven out of bamboo.

First of all it is inevitable to know the characteristic of Japanese lacquer and how to use it. It has
several step before using lacquer in works such as mixing with other materials.The whole process can be
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divided into three major steps;’making the body” “coating by lacquer” and “decoration by shells”. And
each step has further dozen of sub-steps which have details requiring high technical expertise.

A further point of interest is mother pearl of inlay from Nagasaki (Nagasaki Raden) which was
created by quite similar techniques and procedures to Ryukyu one, however it had several important dif-

ferences were recognized. Some number of Nagakaki ware were found in Thailand. The most them are
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belong to the places where associated with King Mongkut. It was likely he ordered these decorative art

to Nagasaki during the first half of the 18th century.

Keywords: Mother of pearl inlay, lacquer ware, Ryukyu, Okinawa
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