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Abstract

This comparative descriptive research design aimed to compare caregiver’s needs and
caregiver’s responsive needs of hospitalized children under 5 years old. The samples were
147 direct caregivers of hospitalized children under 5 years old. The research instrument was a
questionnaire about demographic information, caregiver’s needs and caregiver’s responsive
needs which consisted of 1) medical information, 2) maternal / caregiver roles, 3) medical
treatment, 4) psychological support, and 5) personal support. The content validity index of
needs and responsive needs were 0.87 and 0.87, respectively. The Cronbach’s alpha
co-efficiency reliability of needs and responsive needs were 0.91 and 0.94, respectively. Data
were collected from November 2014 to July 2015. The data were analyzed by percentages,

mean, standard deviation and Wilcoxon Signed Ranks Test

The findings of the study showed that total caregiver’s needs mean score and the
total caregiver’s responsive needs mean score were at the high level. The total caregiver’s
needs mean score was statistically significant more than total caregiver’s responsive needs

mean score (p < .05 )

The study recommended that pediatric nurses should improve nursing practice

appropriate with the caregiver’s needs of children under 5 years old.

Keywords: caregiver’s needs, caregiver’s responsive needs, hospitalized children under

5 years old
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