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Promoting Intellectual Property in Higher Education
Institutions of the United States
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Abstract

It has been widely recognized that promoting intellectual property (IP) resulting
from creativity and innovation is essential to the advancement of the world’s economy
and social development in the twenty-first century which emphasizes a knowledge-based
society. Many countries have given importance to educational institutions and their roles
in the intellectual property cycle; namely, creation, protection, and commercialization.
The United States has played a leading role since the IP reform and the passing of the
Bayh-Dole Act in 1980. At the higher education level, it is also noteworthy that the US model
is highly recognized after the success of universities’ technology transfer such as Stanford
University’s Silicon Valley. Since then, the issue of technology transfer from universities to
industries has been on the political agenda in many countries, including Japan and South
Korea. In Japan, the 1998 Law for Promoting University-Industry Technology Transfer and
the 1999 Industrial Revitalization Special Law known as “Japanese Bayh-Dole Act” were
promulgated. Moreover, in 2002, the government approved an important law titled
“Basic Law on Intellectual Property” and announced their ambition to become an “IP
Nation”. Using the American model, South Korea promulgated such laws as the 2000
Technology Transfer Promotion Law and the 2003 Law for Industrial Education Promotion
and Collaboration Boost. The universities in these two countries are highly successful in
promoting intellectual property when considering the numbers of patents and generated
incomes from IP’s commercialization. Lessons learned from the United States are thus

imperative for the utilization of creative work, innovation, and patents.

ASIAL: ninddunetlyan sandunis@inen ansgawmin
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Rank | University Patents
1 University of California, The Regents of 357
2 | Massachusetts Institute of Technology 216
3 Stanford University 182
4 Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation 155
5 | Tsinghua University 149
6 University of Texas 141
7 California Institute of Technology 136
8 National Taiwan University 122
9 | University of Michigan 97
10 | University of Illinois 85
1 National Chiao Tung University 85
12 | University of Utah Research Foundation / University of Utah 85
13 | University of Southern California 83
14 | Georgia Tech Research Corp. 80
15 | University of South Florida 79
16 | Johns Hopkins University 79
17 | National Tsing Hua University 79
18 | Columbia University 78
19 | University of Pennsylvania 78
20 | Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology 75

Source: http://www.ipo.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Top-100-Universities-List.pdf
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