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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study the factors that affect resilience of elderly cancer
patients receiving chemotherapy. Related factors included hope, coping, sense of coherence,
and social support. Sample was ninety seven elderly cancer patients receiving chemotherapy
at general male and female wards of Chonburi Cancer Hospital, Chonburi province.
Instruments in this study consisted of demographic data questionnaire, hope questionnaire,
coping questionnaire, sense of coherence questionnaires, social support questionnaire, and
resilience scale questionnaire. The instruments were tested for reliability by coefficient
formula and had reliability value of .93, .84, .82, .87 and .86 representative. Data were analyzed
by using descriptive statistics and Spearman’s rank correlation coefficients.

The results indicated that the majority of elderly cancer patients receiving
chemotherapy had hope, coping, sense of coherence and social support, and were
moderately positive correlated with resilience of elderly cancer patients receiving
chemotherapy. Findings suggested that nurses should develop programs or interventions for
promoting resilience among elderly cancer patients receiving chemotherapy by applying hope,
coping, sense of coherence and social support into those interventions to promote resilience

of elderly cancer patients receiving chemotherapy.

Keywords: Resilience, Elderly cancer, Chemotherapy
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