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Table 1 Number and Percentage of General Characteristics of Sample (n = 431).

Characteristics Number (Percentage)

Characteristics Number (Percentage)

Age (years)

<=20 79 (18.3)
21-30 308 (71.5)
31-40 41 (9.5)
41-50 3 (0.7)
Mean (SD) 25 (4.805)
Education
Below Bachelor Degree 103 (23.9)
Bachelor Degree 241 (55.9)
Master Degree 85 (19.7)
Doctoral Degree 2 (0.5)
Occupation
Employee 47 (10.9)
Business owner 53 (12.3)
Student 121 (28.1)
Government employee 18 (4.2)
Private employee 192 (44.5)

Salary (Baht/Month)

Below 10,000 79 (18.3)

10,000-30,000 183 (42.5)

30,001-50,000 155 (36.0)

More than 50,001 14 (3.2)
Domicile

Bangkok and perimeter 337 (78.2)

Other province 87 (20.2)

No answer 7 (1.6)
Sexual orientation

Homosexual 331 (76.8)

Bisexual 100 (23.2)
HIV knowledge scores

Below 6 21 (4.9)

6-8 410 (95.1)

Mean (SD) 6.71 (0.65)
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Table 2 HIV Testing Awareness (n = 431).

ez (6) axldnaifenidguauninndt 1 au

(3asar 55.7) (M1WH 2)

Items

Degree of Agreement

Strongly Disagree
disagree
Number Number

Undecided

Number

Agree Strongly
Agree
Number Number

(Percentage) (Percentage) (Percentage) (Percentage) (Percentage)

1. You will get HIV testing 9 95 80 235 12
every year 2.1) (22.0) (18.6) (54.5) (2.8)

2.In case you have single 21 58 109 237 6
sexual partner, you do not (4.9) (13.5) (25.3) (55.0) (1.3)
need to get HIV testing

3. You can have sex with 218 138 55 12 8
person seems to be (50.6) (32.0) (12.8) 2.7) (1.9)
healthy without HIV testing

4.You will get HIV testing 11 61 111 229 19
even though you use (2.6) (14.2) (25.8) (53.0) (4.4)
condom every single time
you have sex

5. You will get HIV testing 10 77 83 239 22
when you have sex in any (2.3) (17.9) (19.3) (55.4) (5.1)
sex pattern

6. You will get HIV testing 12 52 106 240 22
if you have more than 1 (2.6) (12.1) (24.5) (55.7) (5.1)
sexual partner

Mean Score 3.13 (0.901)
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Table 3 Relationship Between Demographics Factor and HIV Testing Behavior (n = 431).

Characteristics Number Never Use to be P Use to be p
(n = 167) tested in the tested in one
life time year
(n = 264) (n = 175)
Number Number Number
(Percentage) (Percentage) (Percentage)
Age (years)
<=20 79 22 (27.8) 57 (72.2) 0.001" 24 (30.4) 0001
21-30 308 137 (44.5) 171 (55.5) 122 (39.6)
31-40 41 8 (19.5) 33 (80.5) 26 (63.4)
41-50 3 0 (0.0 3 (100.0) 3 (100.0)
Education
Below Bachelor Degree 103 50 (48.5) 53 (561.5) 0.001" 44 (42.7) <0.001"
Bachelor Degree 241 98 (40.7) 143 (59.3) 74 (30.7)
Master Degree 85 18 (21.2) 67 (78.8) 56 (65.9)
Doctoral Degree 2 1 (50.0) 1 (50.0) 1 (50.0)
Occupation
Employee 47 14 (29.8) 33 (70.2) 0.006' 23 (489)  <0.001
Business owner 53 32 (60.4) 21 (39.6) 22 (415)
Student 121 43 (35.5) 78 (64.5) 28 (23.1)
Government employee 18 4 (22.2) 14 (77.8) 11 (61.1)
Private employee 192 74 (38.7) 118 (61.5) 91 (47.4)
Salary (Baht/Month)
Below 10,000 79 38 (48.1) 41 (51.9) 0.026' 35 (44.3) 0.063
10,000-30,000 183 59 (32.2) 124 (67.8) 63 (34.4)
30,001-50,000 155 67 (432) 88 (56.8) 68 (43.9)
More than 50,001 14 3 (21.4) 11 (78.6) 9 (64.3)
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Table 3 Relationship Between Demographics Factor and HIV Testing Behavior (n = 431) (cont.).

Characteristics Number Never Use to be P Use to be p
(n = 167) tested in the tested in one
life time year
(n = 264) (n = 175)
Number Number Number
(Percentage) (Percentage) (Percentage)
Domicile
Bangkok and perimeter 337 142 (42.1) 195 (57.9) 0019’ 125 (37.1) 0011
Other province 87 24 (27.6) 63 (72.4) 45 (51.7)
No answer 7 1 (14.3) 6 (85.7) 5 (71.4)
Sexual orientation
Homosexual 331 126 (38.1) 205 (61.9) 0.598 119 (36.0) <0.001"
Bisexual 100 41 (41.0) 59 (59.0) 56 (56.0)
HIV knowledge scores
Below 6 21 7 (33.3) 14 (66.7) 0.602 10 (47.6) 0.502
6-8 410 160 (39.0) 250 (61.0) 165 (40.2)

" Statistic significant level at 0.05
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Table 4 Relationship Between HIV Testing Awareness and HIV Testing Behavior (n = 431).

HIV Testing Awareness

Use to be tested in life time

Use to be tested in one year

ORadjt (95% CI) p ORadjtt (95% Cl) p
1. You will get HIV testing every year 2.52 (1.56-4.06) <0.001" 1.84 (1.20-2.84) 0.006"
2. In case you have single sexual partner, 0.49 (0.31-0.80) 0.004 0.70 (0.49-1.01) 0.054
you do not need to get HIV testing
3. You can have sex with person seems 1.43 (1.07-1.91) 0.015 1.19 (0.93-1.53) 0.158
to be healthy without HIV testing
4. You will get HIV testing even though  1.30 (0.80-2.13) 0.289 0.78 (0.49-1.23) 0.287
you use condom every single time you
have sex
5. You will get HIV testing when you have  1.04 (0.66-1.64) 0.858 1.32 (0.85-2.06) 0.213
sex in any sex pattern
6. You will get HIV testing if you have more  1.02 (0.63-1.63) 0.945 0.83 (0.53-1.30) 0.425

than 1 sexual partner

T Adjust for Age, Education, Occupation, Salary and Domicile

 Adjust for Age, Education, Occupation, Domicile and Sexual orientation

" Statistic significant level at 0.05
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HIV Testing Awareness and Behavior in a Men Who Have Sex

ABSTRACT

This cross-sectional study aimed to
examine awareness and behavior regarding
HIV testing in a men who have sex with men
(MSM) group in Bangkok. Data were collected
from 500 MSM using a self-administered
questionnaire from 15th May - 15th June 2015.
In all, 439 questionnaires were returned and
431 completed questionnaires were analyzed.
Association between the HIV testing awareness
and behavior was determined by Chi-square
test and Logistic Regression. Results showed
that the HIV testing awareness level among

participants was moderate. Age, education,

J Public Health 2016; 46(3): 211-222

with Men Group in Bangkok

Sineenart Chautrakarn® Waraporn Khamros*

occupation, salary and domicile were associ-
ated with HIV testing behavior. MSM who
agreed having an annual HIV check-up
program, believed that having a single partner
was safe or realized that having healthy
partners was unsafe from HIV transmission,
were likely to receive HIV testing. In conclusion,
the Thai MOPH should raise awareness and
encourage HIV testing behavior among MSM

for early detection and to decrease HIV

incidence in Bangkok, Thailand.

Keywords: awareness, HIV testing, men who

have sex with men
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