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“Academic freedom is the freedom of a teacher
or researcher in higher education to investigate
and discuss the issues in their academic field,
and to teach and publish findings without
interference from administrators, boards of
trustees, political figures, donors, or other
entities. Academic freedom also protects the
right of a faculty member to speak freely when
participating in institutional governance, as well

as to speak freely as a citizen.”

https://www.aaup.org/issues-highaer-
education/academic-freedom/faqgs-
academic-freedom
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Academic freedom is essential because it fosters
the independent, uninhibited pursuit of truth,
allowing scholars and students to research, teach,
and debate ideas—even controversial ones—
without fear of censorship, institutional, or
political retaliation. It is foundational for
advancing knowledge, promoting societal
innovation, safeguarding democracy, and
defending the autonomy of higher education
institutions.

https://www.eua.eu/images/publications/Publicati

on PDFs/Academic freedom principles.pdf
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From the TCI website

The TCI Centre started from a curiosity of the TCIl Head, Prof Dr. Narongrit Sombatsomopop, a professor in
Materials Technology of King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi (KMUTT), when he received the
Young Scientist Awards from the Foundation for the Promotion of Science and Technology under the Patronage of
His Majesty where he had a chance to meet with executives of the Thailand Research Fund (TRF) in 2000. The
TRF executives, including Prof.Dr. Vicharn Panit, Prof.Dr. Wichai Boonseang, Prof.Dr. Yodhathai Thebtaranonth,
Prof.Dr. Yongyuth Yuthavong, Prof.Dr. M.R. Jisnuson Svasti, et al, mentioned that now Prof. Dr. Narongrit
Sombatsompop won the Awards, the coming articles should publish only in journals that had high impact factor.
Prof Dr. Narongrit Sombatsompop was very interested in learning more about the impact factor in terms of, for
example, what it was, how to produce it, how it affected quality of articles, and was the Thai journals had any
impact factors? Therefore, he set up a research team to carry out this particular research project and wrote a
proposal, entitled “Assessment of Citation Impact Factor Indexes for Thai Academic Journals” asking for funding
from KMUTT in 2001.



From the TCl Website

The main objective of the research project was to produce the Thai Journal Impact Factor (JIF), the Journal
Immediacy Index (J-II), and the Cited Half-Life of Thai journals by using the same calculation methods as those
introduced by the Institute for Scientific Information (ISI). This was the first time in Thailand to have systematic
method for calculating the impact factors for Thai academic journals. The sampling group was 68 academic journals
published during year 1996-2000. All required information, such as journal titles, articles, references in each article,
were gathered and calculated manually. The research found that the average JIF was 0.069 which implied that a
Thai article had a chance to be cited only 0.069 times and that the Thai J-1l was only 0.063 which was very low. It,
therefore, could be concluded that most Thai articles were seldom cited or used. This research findings triggered
research institutes and universities to review the cost effectiveness of the investment in producing national
journals and, at the same time, for decision making if more journals were needed. The revealing of the research
findings could be mentioned as opening the drawer to show the public the journal citation records for the first time
in Thailand which in turn encouraging the movement for better quality.
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